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Canine leishmaniasis in Kosovo	 Xhekaj et al.

Table I. Results of tested samples for CanL in stray dogs in four municipalities of Southwestern Kosovo, 2016.

Municipality Prizren Gjakova Rahovec Deçan Total
No. of samples 60 17 35 13 125

Age
1‑3 years 38 11 20 8 84

3‑5 years 22 6 15 5 41

ELISA positive
4 pos. (1‑3 y) 1 pos. (1‑3 y) 2 pos. (1‑3 y) 0 pos. (1‑3 y) 7 pos. (1‑3 y)

9 pos. (3‑5 y) 2 pos. (3‑5 y) 4 pos. (3‑5 y) 1 pos. (3‑5 y) 16 pos. (3‑5 y)

ELISA negative
34 neg. (1‑3 y) 10 neg. (1‑3 y) 18 neg. (1‑3 y) 8 neg. (1‑3 y) 70 neg. (1‑3 y)

13 neg. (3‑5 y) 4 neg. (3‑5 y) 11 neg. (3‑5 y) 4 neg. (3‑5 y) 32 neg. (3‑5 y)

Prevalence (%) 21.6% 17.6% 17.1% 7.6% 18.4%

95%CI 13.1‑33.6 6.1‑41.0 8.1‑32.6 1.3‑33.3 12.6‑26.1

until analysis. Age estimation and clinical visit 
of the dogs were performed at the moment of 
blood sampling, and then during their stay in the 
shelter. The dogs showing skin and ocular lesions, 
decreased appetite, diarrhea, lethargy and lameness 
were identified as suspected cases for CanL. A 
serodiagnosis was conducted by detecting specific 

dogs through a catch‑neuter‑release project. Blood 
samples were collected from 125 stray dogs that 
were captured in four municipalities including 
Prizren, Gjakove, Rahovec and Decan. A total 
volume of 5  ml blood sample was collected from 
each dog by cephalic venipuncture and sera were 
separated at the laboratory and kept at ‑  20  °C 
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Figure 1. Prevalence rate of CanL in the Southwestern Region of Kosovo.




