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Lai et al.  Fusarium in Caretta caretta

lesions were obtained for microbial and mycological 
culturing, and histologic examination (see above), 
together with blood samples for haematological 
and biochemical exams (Tables I and II). Standard 
prophylactic antimicrobial and antimycotic 
treatment was started (see above). 

Once recovered from hypothermia, the young turtles 
started feeding voluntarily, and never stopped.

Prevotella rettseri, Serratia marcescens, Pseudomonas 
aeruginosa, Proteus spp. were isolated from lesions 
and tested for susceptibility (see above); all of them 
resulted susceptible to fluoroquinolones. On the 
basis of that result, marbofloxacin was continued 
for 50 days, then suspended after bacteriological 
cultures resulted negative.

In about a month the lesion extended as area and 
depth until it involved the underlying bone planes, 
which remained uncovered after the corneal scales 
detached (Figure 6). Mycological culturing isolated 
Fusarium  solani from all samples. Also, in this case 
susceptibility test on the isolate was performed, 

Figure 4. Permanent oesophagostomy tube in place (case 1).

Figure 5. a. Eroded maxillary and mandibulary bones after complete 
avulsion of upper and lower ramphoteca; b. complete repair of beak 4 
months after ramphoteca avulsion (case 1).

Table I. Haematological results.

Turtle 1 Turtle 2 Turtle 3
Reference values*

Median Min Max
HCT (%):17 18.00 24.00 23.00 28 17 45

RBC
RBC (x106/µL):17 2 2.66 2.54 1.87 0.3 6

WBC
WBC (x10³/µL):17 3.20 4.30 5.80 5.9 2 18.9

Heterophils (%):18 64 73 79 75.8 51.61 88.6
Lymphocytes (%):18 30 22 16 18.41 4.4 30.92

Monocytes (%):18 0 1 1 1.2 0 5.3
Eosinophils (%):18 6 4 4 4.5 0 29.4
Basophils (%):18 0 0 0 0 0 0

PLT
Estimated adequate adequate adequate

Table II. Plasma chemistry results.

Turtle 
1

Turtle
2

Turtle
3

Reference values*

Median Min Max
AST (IU/L):17 460 653 389 194 < 10 844
ALT (IU/L):17 14 35 18 24 < 10 258
ALP (IU/L):17 45 71 64 67 51 562
CPK(IU/L):20 188 538 874 534 3 1,899

Total bilirubin (mg/dL):17 0.21 0.32 0.01 0.2 0.2 0.5
Glucose (mg/dL):17 79 98 77 129 19.8 291.9

Total cholesterol (mg/dL):17 63 73 52 139 50.2 397.7
Uric acid (mg/dL):20 0.8 0.9 1.9 2.4 0.7 4.2
Creatinin (mg/dL):17 0.32 0.45 0.22 0.4 0.3 0.8

Total protein (g/dL):17 2.60 4.3 1.9 2.4 2 11
Albumin (g/dL):17 1.2 1.3 0.8 1.1 1 1.4

Calcium (mg/dL):17 6.8 7.2 8.1 8 2.8 12.4
Phosforum (mg/dL):17 4.6 4.5 5.1 6.4 4.1 7.9
Ionized Na (mEq/L):20 146 151 134 156 135 175
Ionized K (mEq/L):20 3.7 5.8 3.2 5.1 3.3 13.9
Ionized Cl (mEq/L):20 112 125 109 130 107 158




