
63

Sconza et al.  Veterinary presidium in case of catastrophic events

Veterinaria Italiana 2021, 57 (1), 61-70. doi: 10.12834/VetIt.2115.115013.1

Although the focus of the veterinary disaster 
response is the veterinary services of local health 
authorities, other veterinary institutions may 
be involved in disaster management, i.e. Istituti 
Zooprofilattici Sperimentali, Regional Veterinary 
Offices, local practitioneers and groups of 
experts from other Regions or from other public 
veterinary istitution (i.e. Army, University) as well 
as non-governative organizations (NGO) that, if 
coordinated by the veterinary services, could give 
their support in taking care of the rescued animals, 
as regulated by the memorandum between Civil 
Protection Department and the NGOs (Protocollo 
d’intesa 2018). The veterinary actions that have to 
be guaranteed during non-epidemic emergencies 
according to the Italian model are illustrated 
in Table II.

Veterinary response presidium to 
catastrophic events: intervention 
guidelines
In 2016, the World Organisation for Animal Health 
(OIE) has developed these guidelines for disaster 
management and risk reduction in relation to 
animal health, animal welfare and veterinary 
public health with the goal of strengthening 

health and food hygiene, within the organization of 
relief efforts. Most of the operational responses are 
under the responsibility of the Fire Department, 
which includes both a medical and health service 
(SSSM) and well-organized veterinary bodies 
(Vétérinaires Sapeur Pompier, VPS4). The fields of 
action of the VSPs are: prevention and response to 
technological and biological risks, inspection and 
control of live animals and foodstuffs of animal 
origin, veterinary support in recovery operations, 
training and follow-up of rescue teams with dogs, 
management of animals and materials for veterinary 
actions, health and hygiene education, sampling 
and advice on deceased animals, advice to the 
Fire Brigade Command about the risks of food and 
environmental damage during disasters and advice 
to the Fire Brigade Command about the expected 
risks and their prevention5. 

In Italy, the veterinary services fall under the remit 
of the Ministry of Health. The organization of 
health services is commissioned to the regional 
administration and is divided into local health 
units. In accordance with D.Lgs. 502/1992, the 
veterinary services, together with the services of 
Public Hygiene, Food Hygiene and Nutrition and 
Occupational Medicine, report to the Prevention 
Department (D.Lgs. 502 1992). The Law 225/1992 
established that the Italian Civil Protection (L. 225 
1992) and veterinary services, as members of the 
national health system, are activated in emergency 
situations by the local Civil Protection authority 
(L.  225 1992). Nowadays, this law was repealed 
and replaced by the D.L. 1/2018 in which the Civil 
Protection code that gives new definition and 
purpose of the National Civil Protection Service, 
was introduced. In particular, this law defines the 
National Civil Protection Service as the system that 
exercises the civil protection function consisting of 
the set of skills and activities aimed at protecting 
life, physical integrity, property settlements, animals 
and the environment from damage or the danger 
of damage resulting from natural disasters or from 
human activity. The response to disasters is managed 
by coordination centers at municipal, provincial and 
national level. In each of these centers, all public and 
private bodies are represented according to their 
functions. The veterinary activities are coordinated 
within Function 02 - Health, social and veterinary 
assistance, at the head of which a first-aid officer is 
usually placed. However, the flexibility of the system 
allows organizational structures to be modulated 
according to need.

4  https://www.veterinaire.fr/fileadmin/cru-1616430119/user_upload/
documents/profession/code-de-deontologie/1890_CODE_DEONTO-
07-04-BD.pdf; http://www.veterinairespompiers.fr/.

5  http://www.recrut.com/metier/V%C3%A9t%C3%A9rinaire-_sapeur-
pompier_553.

Table II. Activities provided by the Veterinary Services according to the 
Italian organization (DPC 1998, Mantovani et al. 1998b).

Natural disasters
Immediate actions Subsequent actions

Identification of every possible 
food resource available and 
determine if the products are still 
edible and safe

Restore normal slaughtering 
activities, meat inspections, milk 
collection and storage;

Organization of treatment or 
slaughter of injured animals 
and identification of those still 
destined for human consumption

Supply medicines, vaccines, 
disinfectants and pesticides;

Destruction or containment of 
carcasses or animal waste

Disinfection of areas and 
companies at risk;

Providing shelter, food and water 
to the dispersed animals

Establish epidemiological 
surveillance;

Control of zoonosis Evacuate animals from areas at risk 
(in case of repeatable events)

Pest control

Food security

Technological disasters
Recognize the origins of contaminants at risk

Remove or shelter animals from polluted areas

Prevent animals from feeding on contaminated fodder or pasture

Monitor contaminants in meat, milk and other animal products

Ensure toxicological surveillance among the animal population




